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�YWPA REPORT – Diane Strutton  

 

Presentation of the YWPA Award 2 nd March 2010 

 

By the 1st February deadline, applications were received from Sarah 
Heyer of Mt Barker High School and Katrina Schutze of Birdwood 
High School.  The judges were then able to start the judging process 
following the guidelines from Zonta International.  The judges were 
Jan Blackie, Lorraine Brown and Di Bartel.  They took their delibera-
tions seriously and used a process, which resulted in a very fair re-
sult. 

 

The morning of Tuesday 2nd March 2010 brought to fruition all the 
planning and effort that had taken place since September last year.  
We met in a room at the Stirling Library, which had every facility we 
needed.  A fabulous set up. 

   

Guests included: 

Mayor Ann Ferguson of the District Council of Mt Barker, and Mayor Bill Cooksley of the District Council of Adelaide Hills. 

Sarah Heyer and her supporters, including her parents and teacher from Mt Barker High School.   

Katrina Schutze was represented by her mother and grandmother.   (Note:  Katrina Schutze went overseas for a GAP year before 
Christmas and so her determination to complete the application is most commendable.  She emailed me often to keep me up to 
date with where she was at with her application.  The five-minute talk we asked each of the girls to give on the presentation day 
was presented via You Tube.) 

Two of the judges, Jan Blackie and Di Bartel, were present.  Lorraine Brown was an apology as she recently underwent knee 
surgery.   

Joy O’Hazy was present as our guest speaker. 

Five members of the Service Committee and four club members were also present to contribute to the organization and enjoy-
ment of the morning.  There were apologies from three members of the Service Committee, namely Anne Fuller, Kristina 
Macauley and Barbara Waddell-Smith. 

 

The morning was not without some hitches, but I think all who attended found it a relaxed and enjoyable experience. 

 

I welcomed everyone and explained the aims of Zonta and the YWPA Award.  I introduced the judges and then Di Bartell intro-
duced the awardees.  Sarah Heyer was called on to present her five-minute talk on the activities she had been involved in at 
school and in the community.  Following Sarah’s talk we connected to You Tube and this is where we had a small hitch in the 
proceedings – no volume.  Library staff helped us overcome this problem and Katrina’s talk proceeded, but with the last minute or 
so missing.  We knew about this beforehand and so Katrina’s mother (Linda) completed the talk for us by reading from Katrina’s 
script.  Judy Little then acknowledged the considerable efforts the girls made to complete the application process and presented 
them with very attractive photo frames, suitable engraved for the occasion. 

 

Jane Abdilla introduced Joy O’Hazy as the guest speaker.  Joy told us about some of her life experiences.  She encouraged 
Sarah, and all present, to have goals to achieve throughout life, and to always have something to look forward to.  Jill Heylen 
thanked Joy for her talk and for always being an inspiration to the members of our club.  

 

Both girls were very worthy candidates, but there can only be one winner.  Jan Blackie explained the judging process and then 
announced that Sarah Heyer was the winner.  She was chosen for her strong commitment to her SRC and Scouting activities and 
her awareness of the issues facing women locally and internationally.  Di Bartel presented her with a certificate and a cheque for 
$150.  On Katrina’s behalf her mother accepted her Runner Up certificate and a cheque for $75.  Unfortunately Caitlin, the re-
porter from the Courier, was a late apology, but Doone was able to take photos, and arrangements were made for Sarah to be 
interviewed by the Courier later in the week. 

 

The judges were presented with a yellow rose and thanked for their contribution to the awards process.  We all then enjoyed 
morning tea and the opportunity to talk to the guests.  

 

Sarah will speak to the club at our next meeting and so you will have to opportunity to hear first hand of her voluntary activities 
and her thoughts on status of women issues. 

 

I have enjoyed my involvement in organising the YWPA Award for the club.  Whilst it has been a long process it was spread out 
over a six-month period, and most of it could be done via email at my convenience.  I look forward to having the opportunity to 
continue with this service commitment in the coming Zonta year. 
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· To improve the legal, political, economic, 
health, educational and professional status of 
women; through service and advocacy. 

· To work for the advancement of understand-
ing, goodwill and peace, through a world fellowship of 
executives in business and the professions. 

· To promote justice and universal respect for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

· To be united internationally to foster high ethi-
cal standards, to implement service programmes and 
to provide mutual support and fellowship for mem-
bers who serve their communities, their nations and 
the world. 
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